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Lessons Learned and Safety Issues Identified from the 
Analysis of Marine Safety Investigation Reports Submitted 
to IMO 

A working Group on ‘Lessons Learned and Safety Issues Identified from the Analysis of Marine Safety 
Investigation Reports’ met during the 10th session of IMO’s Implementation of IMO Instruments (III) 
Sub-Committee which IMCA attended. 

The Group considered in detail 34 cases reported by IMO Member States which are reflected in the 
Annex to this Information Note and reported on: 

1) the category of safety issues 

2) the type of marine casualty or accident 

3) the severity of the incident 

4) what happened 

5) why it happened, and 

6) what can be learned and who would benefit from the information. 

Recommendation on preventing collisions with fishing vessels 

With regard to preventing collisions with fishing vessels, the Group considered the responses received 
to a questionnaire which had been issued to Member States by the IMO Secretariat: 

1) Almost 70% of the reported accidents occurred while the fishing vessel was under way or engaged 
in fishing operations. 

2) 50% of all responding States required AIS for fishing vessels, and over 70% had a requirement for 
VHF. 

3) Less than 20% of the fishing vessels in the reported collisions were carrying a working AIS or VHF 
at the time of the collision. 

The Group concluded that there is considerable difficulty for other vessels to communicate with many 
fishing vessels and vice versa. 

Since fishing vessels are, in general, subject to domestic legislation and not under the international 
legislation of IMO, the Group agreed that national Administrations should be encouraged to establish 
or expand rules/regulations for carriage and use of AIS and VHF by domestic fishing vessels, taking into 
consideration the availability of both class A and class B AIS units. 

The Group recalled that MSC.1/Circ.803/Rev.1 was intended to assist Administrations with developing 
national measures aimed at facilitating participation in the GMDSS of ships to which chapter IV of the 
1974 SOLAS Convention do not apply (referred to as “non-SOLAS ships”), and drafted a 

https://imcaweb.blob.core.windows.net/wp-uploads/2024/07/MSC.1-Circ.803-Rev.1-Participation-Of-Non-Solas-Ships-In-The-Global-Maritime-Distress-And-Safety-System-Gmdss.-Secretariat.pdf
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recommendation to national Administrations to establish regulations for carriage and use of AIS and 
VHF by domestic fishing fleet, taking MSC.1/Circ.803/Rev.1 into consideration. 

For more information, please contact Margaret.Fitzgerald@imca-int.com. 

https://imcaweb.blob.core.windows.net/wp-uploads/2024/07/III-10-WP.3-Report-of-the-Working-Group-Secretariat-Annex-4.pdf
mailto:Margaret.Fitzgerald@imca-int.com
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